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PURPOSE OF THE UNIT STANDARD 
 
This unit standard will be useful to people who work in the civil construction industry. People 
credited with this unit standard are able to Identify and select, utilize, and maintain hand 
tools on a construction site Previously disadvantaged persons who through recognition of 
prior learning will be able to be accessed against this standard and receive National 
recognition for their competence. This will enhance their employability and career 
advancement and contribute to the socio-economic transformation of the country. 

 
Specific Outcomes and Assessment Criteria: 
 
SPECIFIC OUTCOME 1 
Demonstrate knowledge of techniques to use and maintain hand tools  
 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

1. The techniques of using hand are explained  
2. The cost and socio-economic benefits of using hand tools versus power tools / 

equipment are explained  
 
SPECIFIC OUTCOME 2 
Identify and select hand tools  
 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

1. Hand tools are identified in terms of the work function they were designed to perform. 
2. Hand tools are selected according to site conditions and the task to be performed.  
3. Additional implements that could be used to perform the same task are identified in 

terms of workplace safety requirements  
 
SPECIFIC OUTCOME 3 
Utilise hand tools 
 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

1. Personal protective equipment is selected according to the work functions to be 
performed.  

2. Personal protective equipment is worn in accordance with manufacturer's 
recommendations 

3. Consequences of not correctly wearing personal protective equipment are explained 
in terms of potential injury to self and others  

4. Techniques for using the hand tools are demonstrated in terms of industry accepted 
productivity.  

5. Awareness of other workers in the vicinity is demonstrated in terms of statutory 
requirements  

6. Consequences of unsafe working practice are explained in terms of potential harm to 
self and others.  

 
SPECIFIC OUTCOME 4 
Maintain hand tools 
 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

1. Hand tools are cleaned in accordance with manufacturer's specifications  
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2. Hand tools are stored in accordance with manufacturer's specifications. 
3. Cutting edges and points are maintained in accordance with manufacturer's 

specifications. 
4. Damaged or broken parts are repaired, replaced or reported in accordance with 

company procedures  
 


